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ABLETOP, a salvage regimen for relapsing Hodgkin's disease consisting of adriamycin, bleomycin and etoposide, has been evaluated in 18 patients, 16 of whom were evaluable for toxicity and 15 for response. Fourteen patients showed maximal grade II nausea and vomiting, whereas 13 patients had grade III/IV alopecia. The median leukocyte nadir was 3.1 x 10(3)/mm3. Twelve of 15 patients evaluable for response reached a complete or partial remission; 10 of 12 pretreated patients reached a remission, 5 a complete remission and 5 a partial remission, for an overall response rate of 83%. We conclude that ABLETOP is a well-tolerated effective regimen for relapsing Hodgkin's disease.